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'safeguarding,' the latter portion of the preamble is quite
susceptible of a much wider interpretation so as to permit the
admission of what is ordinarily known as protection to the
Infant Industry.
Period of Protection
The Tariff Board in their report had pointed out th^t such
unfair advantage against India as Japan enjoyed in the matter of
the employment of women and children would come to an end
on the 3oth of June, 1929, when the new Factory Law would
come into operation. Accordingly, it was enacted that the new
duties on cotton yarn were to remain in force till March, 1930,
by which date, it was expected, all the yarn produced in Japan
under the inferior conditions of employment would be sold off.
10. PROTECTION FOR PIECE-GOODS; THE NATURE AND EXTENT
OF EXTERNAL COMPETITION; THE PROBLEM OF DISCRIMINA-
TION
It will be remembered that, although the Tariff Board had
recommended some amount of protection for piece-goods by
raising the import duty from n to 15 per cent, the Government
in 1927 took the view that, since the amount of unfair advantage
accruing to Japan in the matter of piece-goods due to inferior
labour conditions was calculated at 10 per cent, and since this
difference was more than covered by the revenue duty of n
per cent, there was no case for further safeguarding by an
enhancement of the import duty on piece-goods. Accordingly,
the tariff amendment of 1927 left the rate on piece-goods
entirely intact. The Bombay Mill-owners' Association, however,
could hardly be expected to accept the decision as final. The
experience they had gained in connection with the abolition of
the excise duty and also the Tariff Act of 1927 had sufficiently
convinced them that they could secure additional assistance
from the state only if they would put continuous and adequate
pressure on the Government of India. Discussions, representa-
tions and deputations, therefore, marked the years 1928 and